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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on August 4, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 4 August 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that the "There is nothing in Miyawaki, however, that teaches 
controlling a change of reading manners of the image signal as recited in claims 1, 8, and 17." 

The Examiner disagrees with Applicant's position on the basis that when an area is 
selected by a user for auto-focusing and electronic zooming, only a portion of said image sensor 
corresponding to selected area is readout (see column 12, lines 49 - 54). Figures lOa-d and lOf 
correspond to when the display designating unit designates said image signal by display an 
image and figure lOe corresponds to when the display designating unit does NOT display said 
image signal (see column 15, lines 47 - 54. Furthermore, when the display designating unit does 
NOT designate said image signal for display only a portion of said image sensor is readout (see 
column 12, lines 49 - 54). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1 - 6, 8 - 13, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Miyawaki et al. (EP 650 292 Al). 

5. For Claim 1, Miyawaki et al. disclose, as shown in figures 8-10 and as stated in column 
1 1 (line 45) - column 15 (line 34), an image sensing apparatus, comprising: 

an image sensor (101) that outputs an image signal of a subject (see figures lOa-d and 

lOf); 

an image display device (109) that displays an image based on said image signal obtained 
by said image sensor (figures lOa-d and lOf show the displayed image; also see column 14, lines 
36-47); 

a display designating unit (110) that determines whether or not said image is displayed by 
said image display device (figure lOe does not show the displayed image that is shown in figures 
lOa-d and 10e, rather ONLY shows a selected portion of the displayed image; also see column 
14, line 49 - column 15, line 14); and 

a focus evaluating value obtaining device (130 and 131) that obtains a focus evaluating 
value ("high frequency component"; see column 13, lines 24 - 42) for adjusting a focus based on 
said image signal obtained by said image sensor (101; as shown in figure 8, the image signal is 
passed to blocks 130 and 102); and 
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a control unit that controls a change of reading manners of said image signal from said 
image sensor for obtaining the focus evaluating value according to the determination of said 
display designating unit (As shown in figure lOe said image NOT designated by the display 
designating unit corresponds to an area selected by a user for auto-focusing and electronic 
zooming as stated in column 14, lines 47 - 54. Furthermore, column 12, lines 49 - 54, 
specifically states that ONLY a portion of said image sensor corresponding to selected area of 
figure lOe is readout.). 

6. For Claim 8, Miyawaki et al. disclose, as shown in figures 8-10 and as stated in column 
1 1 (line 45) - column 15 (line 34% a control method of an image sensing apparatus, comprising: 

an image sensing step by an image sensor (101) that outputs an image signal of a subject 
(see figures lOa-d and lOf); 

an image displaying step by an image display device (109) that displays an image based 
on said image signal obtained by said image sensor (figures lOa-d and lOf show the displayed 
image; also see column 14, lines 36 - 47); 

a display designating step by a display designating unit (110) that determines whether or 
not said image is displayed by said image display device (figure lOe does not show the displayed 
image as shown in figures lOa-d and lOe, rather ONLY shows a selected portion of the displayed 
image; also see column 14, line 49 - column 15, line 14); and 

a focus evaluating value obtaining step by a focus evaluating value obtaining device (130 
and 131) that obtains a focus evaluating value ("high frequency component"; see column 13, 
lines 24 - 42) for adjusting a focus based on said image signal obtained by said image sensor 
(101; as shown in figure 8, the image signal is passed to blocks 130 and 102); and 



Application/Control Number: 09/853, 197 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2612 

a control step by a control unit that controls a change of reading manners of said image 
signal from said image sensor for obtaining the focus evaluating value according to the 
determination of said display designating unit (As shown in figure lOe said image NOT 
designated by the display designating unit corresponds to an area selected by a user for auto- 
focusing and electronic zooming as stated in column 14, lines 47 - 54. Furthermore, column 12, 
lines 49 - 54, specifically states that ONLY a portion of said image sensor corresponding to 
selected area of figure lOe is readout.). 

7. As for Claims 2 and 9, Miyawaki et al. disclose, as shown in figure 10, wherein said 
reading manners include to read said image signal from a portion (figure lOe) of said image 
sensor, and the portion includes a focusing detecting area (see column 12, lines 49 - 54). 

8. As for Claims 3 and 10, Miyawaki et al. disclose, as shown in figure 10, wherein said 
reading manners includes to read said image signal from a display region of said image sensor 
when said display designating unit determines that said image signal is displayed by said image 
display while said image sensing apparatus photographs said image signal (see explanation 
below). 

Figures lOa-d and lOf corresponds to when the display designating unit designates TO 
display said image signal and, as stated above, figure lOe corresponds to when the display 
designating unit does NOT display said image signal. Furthermore, only when the display 
designating unit does NOT display said image signal is when only a portion of said image sensor 
is readout, see column 12, lines 49 - 54. 

9. As for Claims 4 and 11, Miyawaki et al. disclose, as shown in figure 8 and as stated in 
column 13 (lines 24 - 42), wherein said focus evaluating value ("high frequency component") is 
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obtained based on a high frequency component of said image signal obtained by said image 
sensor/sensing step (101). 

10. As for Claims 5 and 12, Miyawaki et al. disclose a display prohibiting device (same the 
display designating device) that prohibits display of said image by said image display device 
(109/210) at least until photographing processing (AF and electronic zooming) is completed if 
said display designating unit determines that said image is displayed (figure lOf) by said image 
display device (109/210) while said image sensing apparatus photographs said sensed image 
signal 

Figure lOf corresponds to when the display designating unit designates TO display said 
image signal and, as stated above, figure lOe corresponds to when the display designating unit 
does NOT display said image signal. 

As for Claims 6 and 13, Miyawaki et al. disclose, as shown in figure 8, a focus adjusting 
device/step that adjusts a focus (by means of 132) based on said focus evaluating value ('high 
frequency component") obtained by said focus evaluating value obtaining device/step (130 and 
131). 

11. For Claim 17, Miyawaki et al. disclose, as shown in figures 8-10 and as stated in 
column 1 1 (line 45) - column 15 (line 34), an image sensing apparatus, comprising: 

an image sensor (101); 

a display (109) configured to display an image based on said image signal obtained by 
said image sensor (figures lOa-d and lOf show the displayed image; also see column 14, lines 36 
-47); 
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a designation unit (110) configured to determine whether or not said image is displayed 
by said display (figure lOe does not show the displayed image that is shown in figures lOa-d and 
lOe, rather ONLY shows a selected portion of the displayed image; also see column 14, line 49 - 
column 15, line 14); and 

a calculation unit (130 and 131) configured to calculate a focus evaluating value ("high 
frequency component"; see column 13, lines 24 - 42) for adjusting a focus based on said image 
signal obtained by said image sensor (101; as shown in figure 8, the image signal is passed to 
blocks 130 and 102); and 

a control unit configured to control a change of reading manners of said image signal 
from said image sensor for obtaining the focus evaluating value according to the determination 
of said display designating unit (As shown in figure lOe said image NOT designated by the 
display designating unit corresponds to an area selected by a user for auto-focusing and 
electronic zooming as stated in column 14, lines 47 - 54. Furthermore, column 12, lines 49 - 54, 
specifically states that ONLY a portion of said image sensor corresponding to selected area of 
figure lOe is readout.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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13. Claims 7 and 14 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miyawaki et al. 

14. As for Claims 7 and 14, Miyawaki et al. disclose a display designating unit (110) that 
designates whether or not said sensed image (figure 10a) is displayed by said image display 
device (109) when the image of the subject is sensed by said image sensor (As stated in columns 
13, lines 47 - 58, and 14, lines 1 - 4, said display designating unit, 1 10, does not designate until 
an image is sensed by said image sensor, 101) that is implemented in hardware. Albeit, 
Miyawaki et al. do not disclose wherein designation by said display designation unit/step is 
stored in a memory as an image display flag. 

However, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of designation by said display designation unit/step is stored in a memory as an 
image display flag are well known and expected in the art. At the time the invention was made, 
it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have for the advantage to 
provide a readily upgradeable method of operation. 

15. For Claim 15, Miyawaki et al. disclose, as shown in figures 8-10 and as stated in 
column 1 1 (line 45) - column 15 (line 34), a control method of an image sensing apparatus, 
comprising: 

an image sensing step by an image sensor (101) that outputs an image signal of a subject 
(see figures lOa-d and lOf); 

an image displaying step by an image display device (109) that displays an image based 
on said image signal obtained by said image sensor (figures lOa-d and lOf show the displayed 
image; also see column 14, lines 36 - 47); 
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a display designating step by a display designating unit (110) that determines whether or 
not said image is displayed by said image display device (figure lOe does not show the displayed 
image as shown in figures lOa-d and lOe, rather ONLY shows a selected portion of the displayed 
image; also see column 14, line 49 - column 15, line 14); and 

a focus evaluating value obtaining step by a focus evaluating value obtaining device (130 
and 131) that obtains a focus evaluating value ("high frequency component"; see column 13, 
lines 24 - 42) for adjusting a focus based on said image signal obtained by said image sensor 
(101; as shown in figure 8, the image signal is passed to blocks 130 and 102); and 

a control step by a control unit that controls a change of reading manners of said image 
signal from said image sensor for obtaining the focus evaluating value according to the 
determination of said display designating unit (As shown in figure lOe said image NOT 
designated by the display designating unit corresponds to an area selected by a user for auto- 
focusing and electronic zooming as stated in column 14, lines 47 - 54. Furthermore, column 12, 
lines 49 - 54, specifically states that ONLY a portion of said image sensor corresponding to 
selected area of figure lOe is readout.). 

Miyawaki et al. do not disclose a storage medium in which a control program of an image 
sensing apparatus for performing the above steps is stored. However, Official Notice (MPEP § 
2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and advantages of providing a storage medium in which 
a control program of an image sensing apparatus for performing the above steps is stored are 
well known and expected in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have for the advantage of providing a readily 
upgradeable method of operation. 
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16. As for Claim 16, Miyawaki et al. disclose, as shown in figure 10, wherein said reading 
manner include to read said image signal from an entire region of said image sensor when said 
display designating unit determines that said image signal is displayed by said image display 
while said image sensing apparatus photographs said image signal (see explanation below). 

Figure lOf corresponds to when the display designating unit designates TO display said 
image signal and, as stated above, figure lOe corresponds to when the display designating unit 
does NOT display said image signal. Furthermore, only when a display designating unit does 
NOT display said image signal is when only a portion of said image sensor is readout, see 
column 12, lines 49-54. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Justin P Misleh whose telephone number is 571 .272.73 13. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Q Tran can be reached on 571.272.7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571.273.3000. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JPM 

September 6, 2005 



